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 Premise

Where to get ideas?

Protagonist

Professional – What type (e.g. police detective, private investigator, etc.)?

Amateur – What makes them interesting? Why do they get drawn into the investigation?
Victim

Innocent or guilty? Do they know the killer?

Five* suspects (including killer/villain)

How are they connected to the crime?
*Just my preference.

For all characters

Complete a character analysis for each that includes (at least):
· Motivation
· Goal
· Conflict
· Secret
· Epiphany

Then:
· Write a page in their voice

Then maybe:
· Meyers Briggs Assessment
· Likes/dislikes
· Physical attributes (and how they feel about them)
· What you like about them


Plot


Dramatic Structure
Act I: 	World of the story
Inciting incident 
Turning point (leads to Act II)
Act II: 	Obstacles and reversals
 	Midpoint
Obstacles and reversals
Act III:	Crisis/All is lost 
Climax 
Denouement

Mini-Movie Method (Chris Soth)
1. Ordinary world. Ends with the inciting incident. 
2. Reluctant hero. Wants to make the problem go away. 
3. Hero tries to solve the problem using typical methods. Fails. 
4. Hero makes a new plan and puts it into action, but uses old ways. Fails again. 
5. The errors of the hero’s old ways are revealed. Recognizes the need for change. 
6. Hero takes action, committing to change once and for all. But, alas, that backfires. 
7. A revelation allows him to see victory, but it is snatched away in yet another reversal. It ain’t over yet!
8.  The hero puts down the last attempt and triumphs. Then perhaps an epilogue.

Snowflake Method – Randy Ingermanson https://www.advancedfictionwriting.com/articles/snowflake-method/

One sentence summary expanded, and expanded, and expanded…


Then, in the words of Anne Lamott, write a shitty first draft.



And lastly: Revise, revise, revise!

