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Structure Your Story

Open Your Story

Avoid On-the-Nose 

Dialogue

Perfect Your Timing

Utilize Meaningful 

Action

Revise for Maximum 

Impact
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MOVIES CAN TEACH YOU 
HOW TO:
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• Exposition: The world & 

character(s) as they are

• Inciting incident: The     

catalyst of the story

• Plot Point 1: A decision

• Midpoint: A major twist

• Plot Point 2: All is lost

• Climax: A battle 

• Resolution: The wrap up



THE WIZARD OF OZ
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Exposition: 

• Dorothy dislikes her home life.

Inciting incident: 

• The tornado whisks Dorothy away.

Plot Point 1:

• Dorothy decides to follow the 

Yellow Brick Road to find the 

Wizard. 

Midpoint:

• The Wizard is a fake who can’t 

help Dorothy.

Plot Point 2 

• Dorothy is captured by the witch.

• Climax:

• Dorothy melts the witch.

Resolution:

• Dorothy returns to Kansas, now 

understanding  that there’s no 

place like home.



HOW & WHEN 
TO OPEN YOUR 

STORY

Amazon’s “Look 

Inside”  feature:

• Ebook=10%. 
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“

”
I’m sorry, but I’m just not physically 

attracted to you. 
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AVOIDING “ON THE NOSE” 
DIALOGUE



PERFECTING TIMING

Find the right rhythm by 
reading aloud, then use:
• Punctuation 
• Paragraph and section      
breaks
• Sentence length
• Chapter endings
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COVER STORY  
BY SUSAN RIGETTI



UTILIZING 
MEANINGFUL ACTION

PRESENTATION TITLE 10

Meaningless action: Any action that doesn't add a

deeper meaning to the scene.

Meaningful action: Any action that causes the reader

to experience the most important meaning of the 

scene on a deeper

level.

• Ask yourself, “What is the best action for this 

scene?”

• Example: A man and woman are discussing their 

future as a couple. She wants to get married

and he's hedging



REWRITING FOR 
MAXIMUM IMPACT

PRESENTATION TITLE 11



MY FAV 
RESOURCES

Story by Robert McKee

Save the Cat! by Blake 

Snyder

Save the Cat! Writes a 

Novel by Jessica Brody

ScreenwritingU.com
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