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Resources List

There are SO MANY ways to find and use prompts. It can be as simple as looking around you and creating a story about something you see, hear, or touch. Below are some resources to follow up with after our workshop.

Amherst Writers Information

Website:  https://amherstwriters.org/
Book:  “Writing Alone and With Others by Pat Schneider” (not only about prompts, but about the meaning of writing as an instrument of connection, transformation, and the importance of diverse voices).

[bookmark: _GoBack]There are many books offering and using prompts. One is the classic original book by Natalie Goldberg entitled “Writing Down the Bones.” This book is about much more than prompts, and/but also about writing as a practice.  Another, specific to prompts, is “5-Minute Daily Writing Prompts: 501 Prompts to Unleash Creativity and Spark Inspiration,” by Tarn Wilson.

General Articles/blogs

What Makes a Great Writing Prompt?
https://kripalu.org/resources/what-makes-great-writing-prompt#:~:text=A%20good%20writing%20prompt%20should,%2C%20edgy%2C%20spurred%20to%20respond.

How to Use Writing Prompts
https://writingcooperative.com/how-to-use-writing-prompts-3dd838abaf3c
This blog can only be called up a limited number of times without membership.  It’s a great discussion of how to use and think about prompts from a writer who has created many pieces (a number of which have been published) based on prompts.

How to Use Creative Writing Prompts
https://www.wikihow.life/Use-Creative-Writing-Prompts

Writing Prompts Contests:
https://blog.reedsy.com/creative-writing-prompts/
At this website you can register to receive weekly prompts that you can use to write and submit to a short story contest for cash prizes.



Photographic Sources

There are a wide range of photography resources (some free, some paid) as well as historical societies, Library of Congress, etc. Here are some photo sites:

1. http://gratisography.com/
2. https://depositphotos.com/
3. https://www.shutterstock.com/
4. https://unsplash.com/

Remember – even when there’s a price to download a photo, it’s free to search and look.

Internet Prompt Resources

1. Poets and Writers offers regular writing prompts to people who sign up for their free newsletter.  From their website (above) captured April 2023:
https://www.pw.org/writing-prompts-exercises?gclid=Cj0KCQjwz6ShBhCMARIsAH9A0qVm45W7FTKScRtLZB2j_KFhiSqhv0y5ULAhigbb-nlRDafYvA4hFFIaAnNPEALw_wcB

2. The Time Is Now
“The Time Is Now offers a weekly writing prompt (we’ll post a poetry prompt on Tuesdays, a fiction prompt on Wednesdays, and a creative nonfiction prompt on Thursdays) to help you stay committed to your writing practice throughout the year.”

3. Servicescape Writing Prompt Generator:  https://www.servicescape.com/writing-prompt-generator
These prompts tend to be rather long, and suggest storylines.  They are organized by genre (fantasy, science fiction, romance).
4. Squibler plot generator
https://www.squibler.io/plot-generator
Offers shorter prompts in regular and “dangerous” mode.

5.  Writing Exercises
https://writingexercises.co.uk/
This free site provides prompts for different aspects of writing. For example, you can chose a first line, a line of dialogue, a character, a plot.

6. Random Word Generator
https://randomwordgenerator.com/
With just a click, you can generate a random word, sentence, noun, verb, etc.  The site provides multiple categories for random word generation

7. DIY MFA Writer Igniter:
https://diymfa.com/writer-igniter
This page “shuffles” a combination of character, situation, prop, and setting

8. https://screencraft.org/blog/101-what-if-story-writing-prompts/
This blog contains a list of “what if’s” to inspire screenwriting projects

9. https://storyaday.org/writing-prompt-sites/
There is a blog here listing a number of good internet sources for writing prompts.

Products

There are many!  Here are a few I have used.

The Storymatic:
https://thestorymatic.com/

Magnetic Poetry series:
https://magneticpoetry.com/

Writing Down the Bones Deck:
https://www.shambhala.com/writing-down-the-bones-deck.html

Haikubes
https://www.chroniclebooks.com/collections/stocking-stuffers/products/haikubes. From website: “Simply roll the cubes and use the words that come up to create an expressive haiku. Includes two cubes with inspirational cues to help guide the haiku. Everyone's a poet with this latest entertainment from the team behind Cranium.”

The Writer’s Toolbox
https://www.amazon.com/Writers-Toolbox-Creative-Exercises-Inspiring/dp/0811854299/


Write Away!
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